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sayings and incidents recorded only in the other
Gospels, we see at once how very real and con-
siderable is the problem which is thus put into our
hands fo*r solution.

II

What, then, is the problem ? In a word, it is
this: that forms of disease which, judging from
their symptoms as described in the Gospels, we
should to-day unhesitatingly classify as epilepsy
or lunacy, are attributed by the Evangelists to the
direct agency of evil spirits. We seem, therefore,
shut up to this alternative : we may accept the
New Testament diagnosis as accurate, and declare
our belief in the reality of demoniacal possession,
or we may see in the language of the Gospels only
the reflection of the popular but wholly unscientific
conceptions of the age in which they were written,
" a theory for explaining certain morbid symptoms
which are now accounted for otherwise." Such is
our problem; and in discussing it we must take
care to avoid trespassing in neighbouring but really
alien territory. We have nothing to do just now
with the problem of the miraculous. I assume
the reality alike of the diseases with which the
demoniacs were afflicted and of the cures wrought
upon them by Christ and His apostles. Our only